THE AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY MURAL

African American history in Stafford starts in the late
1600’s when slaves were brought into the sparsely settled
Rappahannock Valley to serve as agricultural laborers. In
the intervening 350 years, communities coalesced, vibrant
churches began, and bold individuals stepped forward to
shape the character of the County. Highlights of the mural
include:
THE ARRIVAL & EARLY YEARS
THOSE WHO PASSED THROUGH
FOUNDATION OF FAITH
EDUCATION DURING SEGREGATION
THE TIE THAT BINDS: NAACP
INTEGRATION
LITTLE KNOWN FACTS AND FIRSTS
KEEPERS OF THE HISTORY
350 YEARS AND BEYOND

THE ROWSER BUILDING
STAFFORD AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY MURAL



THE TRAILBLAZERS

An estimated 10,000 self-emancipated slaves passed
through Stafford before the Battle of Fredericksburg in
1862.

Anthony Burns, a slave born in Stafford County,
became the most famous fugitive slave from Virginia,
and his trial increased Northern defiance of the 1850
Fugitive Slave Law. >

Stafford County abolitionist Moncure Conway secured
freedom for former Conway family slaves Eliza and
Dunmore Gwinn, along with twenty-nine other slaves
formerly of his father’s household. ¥
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THE CHAMPIONS



